
	
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on
Tuesday 9th September 2023 at 7.30pm at 
Bradley Village Hall, Church Lane, Bradley ST18 9DY

Attendees
Cllr P Oxley (Chairman)	Cllr T Luck	Cllr M Newman	Cllr M Yarwood	Cllr R Turner
Cllr M Rossi (Vice Chairman)	Cllr L Phillips	Clerk – Nikola Evans			
	1
	To receive Apologies 
None

	2
	Minutes of the last meeting – 11th July 2023
Approved as a true record by all that attended 

	3
	Declaration of Interests on agenda items
None

	4
	To adjourn parish council meeting to allow for public participation - None

	5
	[bookmark: _Hlk144718813]To receive an update on matters arising from previous minutes 
a) Dog wate Bin – Malthouse Lane – If the parish council purchase and install, Stafford CC will empty it if it is installed next to the current general waste bin. RESOLVED to purchase a new dog waste bin and install.
b) Betty Metcalf memorial – Cllr M Rossi – Bradley Trust have confirmed they will purchase a tree and plaque, RESOLVED to split costs 50/50 with the parish council. Suggested site will be on common ground – Malthouse Lane.
c) Book swap – Church – Rev. Cathy advised in principle they have no issue and provided the pc with some provisos. The parish council are still considering the options. RESOLVED to speak with Bradley Trust to see of the book swap is being frequently used in the village hall. 
d) Sustainability newsletter / leaflet – RESOLVED for Cllr Phillips to produce leaflets every two or three months, advising the residents on sustainability, he will liaise with the parish clerk to publicise them. 

	6
	[bookmark: _Hlk144719060]To receive report on outstanding planning applications 
	Application Number
	Site Address
	Proposed Development
	Action

	21/35264/FUL
	Foster Foliage
	Glamping Site
	DECIDED, ALLOWED

	22/35686/FUL
	Finney’s House
	Holiday Lodges
	Awaiting decision

	22/36173/FUL
	Land at Holly Lane
	New access
	Awaiting decision

	21/34168/FUL
	The Site of The Old Cottage,
Almshouse Croft, Bradley 
Stafford
	Amendment to plans – this plan has now been changed back to the original plan. Building regulations stated they had visited site and were happy with current safety
	Awaiting decision



	23/37287/TCA
	Elm Lodge, Smithy Lane, Bradley
	To reduce conifer by 25% approx. 10 to 12foot off the top and shape.

	Unknown, Approval CA

	23/37595/FUL
	Funky Yukka, Mitton Road, Bradley
	Proposed, demolition of existing commercial building and development of live work unit
	DECIDED, REFUSAL

	
	
	
	




	7
	Consideration of new planning applications - None

	8
	[bookmark: _Hlk144720850]To discuss village maintenance, areas include – Malthouse Lane x2 areas, Holly Lane, Elm Drive and the Corner of Church Lane & Bradley Lane – TBC. Options are:
· Community volunteer group
· Contractor – JWH
· Leave it to the various responsible parties. 
Deferred to next meeting, still gathering information to present final proposals to the parish council for a definite decision. 

Two additional options are:
· The Parish Council explores with a local employer the potential of them offering their grounds maintenance staff to provide additional cutting of grass
· The Parish Council takes on full responsibility for the open space in Malthouse Lane from the borough council, and highway verges from the county council to cut the grass and maintain hedges by a blend of the above delivery options. Explore if either council would consider providing the equipment, including ride-on mower.

	9
	To receive reports on any new footpath, village maintenance or highways issues
a) Potholes – RESOLVED - Cllr Rossi will provide the clerk with photos and dimension information, clerk to report to highways again. 

	10
	Finance – RFO 
a) Payment approval – Finance report circulated before the meeting. APPROVED
[image: ]
b) Office expenses summary – Finance report circulated before the meeting. APPROVED
c) Budget summary – Finance report circulated before the meeting. APPROVED
d) Bank reconciliation – Finance report circulated before the meeting. APPROVED

	11
	To discuss and approve policies.
a) Social media policy – adopted 
b) Any other new suggested policies – RESOLVED for Civility and Respect pledge and Project Procedure Policy to be circulated, by the clerk, before the next meeting for adoption. 

	12
	To discuss and approve playing field / park maintenance.
a) Purchasing new goal posts. – RESOLVED to purchase new goal posts (not UPVC) approx. cost £200. Clerk to liaise with Cllr Luck. 

	13
	To discuss and approve actions for the Bradley Community Plan – Updated copy can be viewed on the website - www.bradleypc.co.uk.

a) To discuss traditional black and white wooden finger posts to be improved or reinstated – Cllr M Newman
· Finger post on Littywood Lane & Furlong Lane, RESOLVED Cllr R Turner will remove broken post. 
· Cllr T Luck & Cllr M Rossi will clean existing finger posts - RESOLVED
· Clerk to investigate the installation of a new fingerpost as part of the development plans for The Old Cottage. 21/34168/FUL - RESOLVED
· Finger post on Holly Lane & Bradbury Lane, RESOLVED Clerk to ask if it’s possible to paint the posts black and white in keeping with the other traditional wooden posts in Bradley. Clerk to report damaged signs to highways. 
b) Lobby CC to reduce speed limit of Holly Lane to 20mph – Cllr M Newman
All speed limits in Staffordshire are implemented in accordance with the current national guidance “Setting Local Speed Limits” (DfT Circular 01/2013) Setting local speed limits - GOV.UK. 20 mph “zones” usually cover a number of roads and require physical traffic calming measures or repeater speed limit signing and/or roundel road markings at regular intervals, as well as, terminal signing at each entrance and exit to a zone. The parish council concluded; all these avenues have been investigated in the past with very little evidence of vehicles traveling to fast. There is also no evidence of accidents on these roads, vehicles naturally slow down.  RESOVED to reject proposal. 
c) Better signage at Bradley Lane/A518 “NOT suitable for heavy goods vehicles” – Cllr M Newman
RESOLVED – clerk will liaise with highways to see if this can be implemented and report back at the next meeting. It was suggested, conducting a speed and volume survey, costing around £300 over 7 days. This suggestion was rejected. 
d) Address concern about the speed of traffic and heavy goods vehicles traveling through the village.
See minute notes in item b. The village is a farming community and nothing can be done about the volume of heavy goods vehicles travelling through the village apart from installing signs. 
e) Highway and Connectivity Issues regarding a walking/cycling route from Bradley to Haughton.  This item was added at the meeting - In light of comments from Mark Keeling, Strategic Community Infrastructure Manager, the Parish Council will not be progressing the issue at this time, The pc noted, however that Councillor Newman will pursue the matter further as a resident on behalf of the Bradley Community Plan Group. RESOLVED, proposal rejected. 
f) To discuss and agree next items off the action plan for discussion 
· Reinstating the red telephone box
· Improve signposting of public footpaths
· Gateway features to the village. 

	14
	Councillor Information and items for the next Agenda
Cllrs are invited to give reports on parish issues which do not require a resolution. – None given

	15
	To agree date of next meeting – 14th November 2023 @ Bradley Village Hall, from 7.30pm
Future meeting dates – 09.01.24, 12.03.24, Annual PCM 14.05.24, Annual Parish Meeting TBC, 9.07.24, 10.09.24, 12.11.24 - APPROVED

	16
	Meeting Closed – 21.15pm
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image1.png
Payments made & to be made since last meeting on 11th July 2023

Ref |Minute |Payment
Reson PAY Sub total VAT |Total No. |Ref Approval |Notes
Clerk Salary HMRC - PAYE £183.49 £183.49( 21 12.09.23
Play Area Bagshaws LLP £12.00] £12.00( 22 12.09.23
Room Hire Bradley Trust £12.00| £12.00{ 23 12.09.23
item 11a
Village Maintenance |[JWH - Grass cutting| £130.00 £130.00{ 24|09.05.23 |12.09.23
Clerk Salary Clerk - Salary £176.66 £176.66| 25 12.09.23
Item 9e
Office Expenses Clerk - Office Exp £4.10| £0.82 £4.92] 26(11.07.23 |12.09.23
Training SPCA £60.00| £12.00 £72.00( 27 12.09.23
item 11a
Village Maintenance |JWH - Grass cutting| £150.00 £150.00 28]09.05.23 |12.09.23
Clerk Salary Clerk - Salary £176.66 £176.66 29 12.09.23
Item 9e
Office Expenses Clerk - Office Exp £4.10| £0.82 £4.92| 30|11.07.23 |12.09.23
item 11a
Village Maintenance |JWH - Grass cutting| £130.00 £130.00] 31]09.05.23 |12.09.23
Total £1,052.65
less payments already made £519.07
Total left to pay £533.58





